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Fight Against Want 
Is Inaugurated at 
Federation Meeting 


Opening the fifty-second annual convention of 
the American Federation of Labor at Cincinnati, 
Ohio, last Monday, President William Green told 
the assembled delegates, representing millions of 
organized workers, that the Federation had 
launched its “sternest struggle against want.” 

“The eyes of the masses are upon us,” he told 
the delegates in outlining the Federation’s prob- 
lems. 

“We are here to work for the worker. We hope 
to make a valuable contribution here toward the 
reconstruction of our impaired capitalistic struc- 
ture,” he declared. 


Six Hours and Five Days 


He said the executive council already had sug- 
gested steps looking toward the “improvement 
of conditions,” one of the six-hour day and a five- 
day week. 

“We will go out and call upon the legislatures 
of the various states to enact proposed unemploy- 
ment insurance into law,” he said. 

The plan specified by the executive council and 
laid before the convention would be adopted in 
every state, paid for by employers, and admin- 
istered by a state commission. Its benefits would 
not be denied to those out of work because of a 
trade dispute, or if non-membership in a labor 
union was a condition of employment. 

Optimistic on Legalized Beer 

The council expressed the opinion that action 
to legalize “real beer” will be taken at the short 
session of Congress, convening December 5. 

The report voiced opposition to a sales tax; 
urged a seven-point economic program by the gov- 
ernment to obtain “more equitable distribution of 
income”; advocated restoration of former wage 
scales of government employees; asked modifica- 
tion of the Volstead act, and urged enactment of 
a child labor amendment. 

In its introduction to its comprehensive report 
to the convention the executive council of the 
Federation says: 


Ravages of Unemployment 

“The fifty-second convention of the American 
Federation of Labor comes at the beginning of the 
fourth winter of unemployment. These years have 
carried the consequences of business depression. 
into practically every household. The years of un- 
employment have swept away incomes, savings, 
investments, securities, leaving distress and de- 
Spair in their wake. Standards of living have fallen 
with declining incomes. Wage reductions and un- 
employment have forced business contractions. 

“With 11,000,000 unemployed, a breakdown in 
our business structure, millions unemployed in 
other countries and world trade at low ebb, Ameri- 
can labor meets to decide policies for the coming 
year, 

“Beyond the boundaries of this continent unem- 
ployment burdens many countries, with unrest 
that threatens existing institutions. In our own 
country there is a deep feeling of revolt against 


DEPRESSION IS RETREAT 


“Business Week,” that excellent weekly 
of business, asserts succinctly: 

“Depression is a decline in the production 
of wealth, a reduction and retreat in the 
standards of life.” And, it points out, “res- 
toration of productive power alone is useless 
without the restoration of purchasing 
power.” 

Nor is that enough. Unless purchasing 
power is set at a higher level than America 
has ever known, depressions will recur and 
in this one will be found the seeds of the 
next. 

America must set its face to higher wages 
than have ever been known. 


a situation that denies workers a chance to earn a 
living. The coming winter will bring very serious 
days. Labor must be ready for constructive lead- 
ership in the difficulties ahead. Responsibility will 
fall upon the organized labor movement for know- 
ing what to do and how to do. At no other time 
in the nation’s history—not even excepting the 
world war—has our nation needed the loyalty and 
intelligence of the organized labor movement as 
in this emergency. We ‘continue to offer that ser- 
vice and to urge its acceptance. Our responsi- 
bilities call for a new consecration and devotion 
to the cause of humanity. 
Responsibilities of Labor 

“The crisis in our economic order calls for re- 
consideration of those essential principles which 
are its cornerstones. In the revisions which shall 
constitute the policies of the future labor will be 
responsible for getting incorporated understanding 
of the equities which a producing worker has in 
his job and proportionate consideration of social 
values involved. 

“The immediate and urgent problem is unem- 
ployment. Upon this, as well as upon other mat- 
ters, we submit recommendations.” 

ae 
RECOMMEND JOB INSURANCE 

Representatives of labor, employers and tax- 
payers, forming a commission appointed by Gov- 
ernor White to study and report on unemployment 
insurance, have reported recommending establish- 
ing such insurance by the State of Ohio. It is 
pointed out that such insurance, if established 
now, will not help in the present depression, but 
will moderate the blow of the next one. 

a See 


Legislative Agent E. F. McGrady 


Pessimistic on Business Revival 

There will be no “definite upturn” until 1934. 
And there are 40,000,000 Americans living in pov- 
erty. 

So said Edward F. McGrady, American Federa- 
tion of Labor legislative representative, addressing 
union teachers in Washington, D. C. 

McGrady called the election a revolt and said 
President-elect Roosevelt promised salaries would 
be the last “economies” he would try. 

McGrady also said Congressman John McDuffie, 
candidate for the new speakership, is opposed to 
salary cuts and was forced to that position by 
threats that labor would oppose his candidacy if 
he refused. 


nthradered | by Orders: 
Of State Commission 


The Division of Industrial Welfare of the State 
Department of Industrial Relations came in for 
an extended discussion at the meeting of the San 
Francisco Labor Council last Friday night, and 
the outcome was the dispatch of a letter from the 
Council to Governor Rolph protesting against 
what is evidently a move to reduce the legal mini- 
mum wage for women, which for some years past 
has been $16 a week. ; 

In the Labor Clarion of October 7 Mabel. E. 
Kinney, chief of the Department of Industrial 
Welfare, announced that a meeting of the com- 
mission would be held in Los Angeles “some time 
in December.” Since that time no public announce- 
ment has been made of a definite date, and as 
December approaches fear is felt that those inter- 
ested may not be able to make the necessary ar- 
rangements to be represented at the meeting. 

According to the director, “the minimum wage 
is based upon the cost of living, and the commis- 
sion, wishing to feel that the $16 rate in effect 
today is in accordance with what the cost of liv- 
ing is for working women,” decided to hold a pub- 
lic ‘hearing as above stated, “at which time they 
will receive statements from employers, employees 
and all interested parties as to what it actually 
costs for living today.” 

A Minimum Which Is a Maximum 

The inference drawn from the above must néces- 
sarily be that should it be found that the modest 
wage of $16 a week was in excess of “what it ac- 
tually costs for living today” the minimum wage 
would be reduced. 

But what has drawn criticism on. the commis- 
sion more than anything else is an order issued 
last spring authorizing employers to disregard the 
minimum wage under certain conditions. It was 
provided that where 35 per cent of a factory’s em- 
ployees received the minimum wage of $16 a week 
the other 65 per cent might be employed as “ap- 
prentices” at a much lower wage. The result of 
this order has been demoralizing in the extreme 
and has been the means of totally defeating. the 
intent of the legislation. ; 

Also there are intimations that the law has not 
been impartially administered. It is quite gener- 
ally believed that industries employing large num- 
bers of women have been allowed to operate 
under conditions approaching sweatshop stand- 
ards—where skilled workers, under an alleged 
piece system, are earning less than the law con- 
templates, in some cases as low as $1 a day. 

With these allegations in mind, the Labor Coun- 
cil directed its secretary, John A. O’Connell, to 
forward the following letter to the chief executive 
of the state: 

Called to Governor’s Attention 
“San Francisco, Calif., Nov. 15, 1932, 
“The Honorable James Rolph, Jr., 
California, Sacramento, Calif. 

“Dear Governor Rolph: On behalf of and by 
direct appeal of seven of the affiliated organiza- 
tions, numbering more than four thousand women 


Governor of 


Two 


members, the San Francisco Labor Council ear- 
nestly protests against proposed action of the 
Division of Industrial Welfare to hold a public 
hearing at Los Angeles some time in December 
on the question of reducing the $16 weekly mini- 
mum wage for women. 

“The commission, by an order known as Order 
11A, issued after a meeting in Los Angeles on 
June 18, and without the usual notice and pub- 
licity, has undermined and in a large measure de- 
stroyed the $16 minimum throughout the state in 
numerous miscellaneous industries, by permitting 
as many as 65 per cent of women employees to be 
employed as “learners” with a wage ranging from 
$9 to $12 a week. Taking advantage of this order, 
employers have been quick to discharge their ex- 
perienced help and engage such ‘learners,’ forcing 
experienced women to accept such employment, 
to obtain any work at all. This is a demoralizing 
and pernicious consequence of the making of that 
Order 11A, and our Council protests against its 
further enforcement. 


“We earnestly petition you, either of your own’ 


motion or in conjunction with the Governor’s 
Council, to stop the proposed Los Angeles hear- 
ing, before it is definitely fixed, or to use your 
influence to secure a public hearing on the question 
also in San Francisco, in order that the women 
in this part of the state may tell the commission 
what they think about their ridiculous ‘budget,’ 
which fits only one woman out of ten, and makes 
no allowance either for dependents or for the 
shortening of the normal working time due to the 
depression in business. 


“We would greatly appreciate if you would 
interest yourself in this great problem and give 
your co-operation, and if possible prevent the Wel- 
fare Commission from pursuing its present wage- 
cutting tactics. 

“If you fix a date and will meet a committee at 
the State Building in San Francisco we believe 
you will hear enough to convince you that there 
is great need for defining the functions of the 
commission, and insist that it fix and maintain a 
wage of some benefit to the women employees as 
well as to certain classes of employers. 

“Can we receive your assistance in this matter? 

“Expressing the hope that you will be so good 
to give us an answer, and that we may hear from 
you at your early convenience, I am, by order of 


“SAN FRANCISCO LABOR COUNCIL, 
“Respectfully, 
- “JOHN A. O’CONNELL, Secretary.” 
State Federation Takes a Hand 


The following is a copy of a letter addressed to 
Governor James Rolph, Jr., by A. W. Hoch, presi- 
dent of the California State Federation of Labor, 
on the same subject: 


“My Dear Governor: The Division of Indus- 
trial Welfare has announced that a public hear- 
ing is to be held in the State building in Los An- 
geles, on a date to be announced later, for the 

“FACTORY TO 

WEA 


roRY TO MEN’S WEAR 


When you buy Eagleson union-made shirts 
you get lowest “Factory to Wearer” prices 
and you help local industry. Our other union- 
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purpose of hearing testimony as to the present | 


cost of living for employed women. 

“On behalf of the California State Federation 
of Labor, I protest such a hearing being held. 
There is no need for such a hearing unless it is 
the purpose of the Industrial Welfare Commission 
to lower the wage standard of California women. 

“Tf there is a real necessity to ascertain the cost 
of living of working women of this state, such 
hearing should not be confined to Los Angeles 
alone. We demand these hearings be held in the 
same cities where your Unemployment Commis- 
sion conducted its recent hearings, the industrial 
centers of this state, namely, San Diego, Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, Oakland, Sacramento and 
Fresno. 

“Further, if such hearings are to be held, they 
should be heard by a full commission. You are 
aware of the fact there is a vacancy on this com- 
mission, not a single representative of the wage- 
earners being among its members.” 


Attitude of Los Angeles Unions 


The Los Angeles “Citizen,” official spokesman 
of the organized labor movement in Los Angeles, 
discusses the subject in the following first page 
article: 

“For some time there has been a general belief 
that certain interests hostile to women workers 
receiving anything near like even a_ sustaining 
wage were moving toward a lowering of the mini- 
mum wage provision of not less than $16 per week 
established by the Industrial Welfare Commission 
in California. Charges have been made, and 
proven upon investigation, that some employers 
were evading the law under one pretense or an- 


; other; with the lack of employment, it has been 


almost impossible to get victims to appear and 
testify when prosecutions were considered. How- 
ever, organized labor has opposed, and will con- 
tinue to oppose, any attempts to lower this meager 
wage standard for women workers. 

“Several attempts have been made by employers 
to have the commission lower this rate, but so far 
failed, though the Welfare Commission has au- 
thorized several modifications in the previously 
established standard. The State Federation of 
Labor vigorously protested, but without avail. 
One of the members of the commission that fought 
all such attempts at wage cutting was George 
Durand, member of the Street Carmen’s Union of 
Oakland, and vice-president of the State Federa- 
tion of Labor. William A. Kilgore, a member of 
the commission from this city, also voted against 
the changes. Feeling that he was out of harmony 
with the proposition, Brother Durand sent his 
resignation to Governor Rolph. 

“Recently announcement was made by Miss 
Mabel E. Kinney, chairman of the commission, 
that hearings were to be held to consider the many 
requests for lowering the established standard 
wage paid to the women workers. The time was 
set for December, though no definite date was 
named. And Los Angeles was picked as the city 
in which the hearings were to be held. Just why, 
was not stated, but perhaps because the major part 
of the requests for changes arose here. Question- 
naires were sent by the Welfare Commission to 
the Central Labor Council here asking for data, 
etc., in regard to the proposal. Also many women’s 
union organizations have been requested to answer 
in preparation for the hearing. 

“That the State Federation, taking the lead, and 
followed by other labor bodies, is going to oppose 
these hearings as needless unless they are general 
is borne out by the letter sent to Governor Rolph.” 


——_@____—___ 
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Practical Plans for 
Unemployment Relief 
Laid Before Governor 


A recommendation that the State of California 
provide $20,000,000 for unemployment relief was 
submitted to Governor Rolph last week by the 
State Unemployment Commission. The proposal 
is coupled with several other recommendations for 
handling unemployment relief during the winter. 

The commission, consisting of Archbishop Ed- 
ward J. Hanna, chairman; Rheba Crawford Spli- 
valo, O. K. Cushing and Will J. French, has held 
numerous hearings since its appointment early 
last year, and the recommendations, signed by the 
entire commission, are the results of these investi- 
gations. A summary of the commission’s findings, 
prepared by Professor Louis J. Block, secretary of 
the commission, has been laid before the governor, 
and outlines a comprehensive report which the 
commission will submit to the incoming Legisla- 
ture. The proposals are as follows: 

1. That the state provide $20,000,000 for loans, 

2. That the State Department of Social Welfare 
be given supervisory power over agencies furnish- 
ing emergency unemployment relief. 

3. Enactment of emergency legislation providing 
for a five-day week and.six-hour day for all public 
works done by the state, either directly or through 
contract, and a five-day week for all state business 
“as far as practicable.” 

4. That the State Department of Industrial Wel- 
fare encourage spreading of work in all industries 
during conditions of extraordinary unemployment. 

5. Enactment of a law providing for compulsory 
unemployment reserves and compensation insur- 
ance to be administered by the state and supported 
by contributions from employers and employees. 

6. Provide for advance planning and long-range 
budgeting of public works. 

7. Substitute a state economic council for the 
State Unemployment Commission and provide for 
a continuous study and interpretation of all unem- 
ployment problems. 

SS ee 


INCREASE IN OUTPUT OF SHOES 


Production of shoes by all factories in the 
United States jumped to 33,688,000 pairs in Sep- 
tember, according to an announcement just made 
by the United States Census Bureau. To find a 
month with larger output it is necessary to go 
back to October, 1929, when production was re- 
ported as 37,191,000 pairs. Maximum output in 
1931 occurred in August when 33,474,000 pairs of 
shoes were turned out. ' 


ee 
THE COMMUNIST PROGRAM 


In Illinois the United Mine Workers’ Union has 
had its battle with communism. Union workers 
have paid heavily for the Moscow adventurers. 

In New Jersey, where union labor is fighting 
the sweatshop evil, reds have joined with employ- 
ers of sweated labor to fight real unions. Here also 
the reds have cost heavily, but have been reduced 
to impotence. Only the wreckage remains to be 
cleaned up. 

There is in the whole United States not a single 
labor controversy in which communism is not 
seeking destruction of trade-unionism and there 
never has been a case of communist interference 
that has not cost the workers heavily. 

Communism uses strikes to carry on propaganda 
for communism. And for no other purpose. Com- 
munism is not concerned with the welfare of 
American workers. It is concerned solely with 
promoting revolution for communism, in accord 
with orders issued by Moscow!—I. L. N. S. 
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American Federation 
Job Insurance Plans 


In approving the general principle of compul- 
sory unemployment insurance, the executive coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor, in its 
report to the.annual convention of the Federation 
in Cincinnati this week, submitted a plan calling 
for insurance by state laws instead of by the fed- 
eral government. 

While expressing the conviction that the enact- 
ment of one uniform insurance measure covering 
the entire United States would be preferable, the 
council said that the federal constitution as inter- 
preted by the courts made it impossible to secure 
such a measure. 

Unemployment insurance legislation must there- 
fore come from the separate states, with supple- 
mentary federal legislation, including the District 
of Columbia and territories, as well as employees 
engaged in interstate commerce. 

The detailed plan for a model unemployment 
insurance act which the council presented to the 
convention covered a number of significant fea- 
tures. 

Trade Union Protection 

The council declared that “every unemployment 
insurance act should contain specific provisions 
to protect union members from being obliged to 
accept work contrary to the rules and regulations 
of their organizations or employment under such 
conditions as tend to depress wages or working 
conditions,” and that provision should also be 
made for “a full measure of protection to the 
membership of the American Federation of Labor 
and the preservation of the right to become a 
piempes and to continue membership in a trade 
union,’ 

Compulsion Favored 

In discussing voluntary versus compulsory in- 
surance, the council said: 

“The American Federation of Labor advocates 
a scheme of unemployment compensation made 
compulsory by law. Voluntary schemes are un- 
likely to pervade industry generally, and are fre- 
quently open to other serious objections. Only by 
compulsory legislation can workers be adequately 
protected.” 

Employers Should Pay All Costs 

In expressing its conviction that the entire cost 
of insurance funds should be paid by employers, 
the council declared: 

“Since unemployment is, to a certain extent, one 
of the inevitable incidents of production and must, 
therefore, be regarded as part of the inescapable 
cost of industry, it, like other costs of industry, 
should be paid by industry itself. It therefore fol- 
lows that as a matter of principle, no part of the 
contributions to support unemployment insurance 
should be paid out of the wages of labor, but the 
whole cost should be paid by management as part 
of the cost of production. The necessary funds 
should be raised as a charge on industry.” 

Eligibility for Benefits 

The council also declared that unemployed in- 

sured workers should not be compelled to accept 
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work in tt | oe te sci satire obits onauan mma cae | ee where strikes or where unfavorable 
wages prevail, or under conditions which would 
restrict the worker’s right to membership in trade 
unions. On these points the council said: 

“Insurance in general should cover temporary 
and involuntary unemployment. Unemployment 
means the conditions caused by the inability of an 
employee who is capable of and available for em- 
ployment to obtain work in ‘his usual employment 
or in another for which he is reasonably fitted. 

“Nothing in the unemployment compensation 
act should require an employee to accept employ- 
ment, nor should any employer forfeit his right to 
benefits under the act by refusing to accept em- 
ployment under any or all of the following condi- 
tions: 

“(a) In a situation vacant directly in conse- 
quence of a stoppage of work due to a trade dis- 
pute; (b) if the wages, hours and conditions of- 
fered are less favorable to the employees than 
those prevailing for similar work in the locality, 
or are such as tend to depress wages and work- 
ing conditions; (c) if acceptance of such employ- 
ment would abridge or limit the right of the em- 
ployee either (1) to refrain from joining a labor 
organization or association of workmen, or (2) to 
retain membership in and observe the rules of any 
such organization or association; (d) workers who 
quit work without good cause or who are dis- 
charged for misconduct shall not thereby forfeit 
benefits beyond a reasonable period.” 

The council said that both clerical and manual 
workers should be covered by unemployment in- 
surance and that in general it would probably be 
wise to follow the coverage of state workmen’s 
compensation acts, and that receipt of unemploy- 
ment benefits should not entail loss of suffrage or 
other civil rights. 

$15 a Week for Fifteen Weeks 

With regard to the amount and duration of 
benefits the council said they would of course vary 
according to states, but pointed out that in condi- 
tions obtaining in Ohio “a contribution of 3 per 
cent of the total payroll makes it possible after 
a waiting period of three weeks per year to pay 
benefits for a maximum period of sixteen weeks in 
a year based upon 50 per cent of the normal 
weekly wages, but not to exceed $15 a week.” 

The council also opposed plant insurance sys- 
tems set up by individual employers or corpora- 
tions and definitely declared that private insurance 
companies should not be permitted to write unem- 
ployment insurance. 

Se 
SAN FRANCISCO, CHINS UP! 

The Community Chests are now appealing to 
civic pride—the idea being, of course, that you have 
to fill out your Chest to keep up your chin.— 
“Virginian-Pilot.” 


Mass production of steel housing awaits adequate 
-< it is reported by government sources. 


QUALITY vs. 


TO FIGHT SALES FAX 


William Green, president of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, states that “it is the purpose and 
intention” of that organization to oppose enact- 
ment of a sales tax at the coming session of Con- 
gress, according to an Associated Press dispatch 
from Cincinnati. 

A “strong declaration” against such a tax will 
be adopted at the Federation’s convention this 
week, Green said, adding that other opponents 
will be rallied in its fight. His statement added: 

“Labor views with feelings of deep apprehen- 
sion the attempt of advocates of sales tax legisla- 
tion to transfer the burden of taxation from the 
wealth of the nation to the masses of the people. 

“Labor has consistently borne the brunt of a 
three-year depression and at the present time it is 
undergoing continued hardship and suffering. 

“It is inconceivable that Congress would add to 
the suffering which labor has endured by imposing 
upon it the additional burden which it would be 
called upon to bear in case Congress passes sales 
tax legislation.” 

Green also said the nation must choose between 
two alternatives—“either divide the available work 
among all by cutting the work week and work 
day, or feed and care for a permanent army of mil- 
lions of unemployed.” 

The building trades group unanimously adopted 
a resolution calling upon the coming session of 
Congress to modify the Volstead act to permit 
manufacture and sale of light wines and beers. 

Sees 
IF HE DOESN’T COME—ALL RIGHT! 

If George Bernard Shaw comes to this country, 
and finds it isn’t half as bad as he thought it, he’ll 
be unhappy.—Toledo “Blade.” 
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Dividends on Boom Year Scale 


Not everyone has been hit by Old Man De- 
pression, says an IJ. L. N. S. correspondent in New 
York, who continues: 

“Thirty-nine corporations—take it from Wall 
Street—are now paying dividends equal to or 
greater than their dividends of 1929, and some of 
them are piling up earnings this year that more 
than warrant the rate being paid. Prosperity never 
disappeared for these corporations. 

“In the matter of employment some of these 
corporations have cut work, some have cut wages, 
some have inaugurated the five-day week, some 
have done nothing. 

“It is apparent that some of these corporations 
have made their 1929 rate of profit on an entirely 
different basis than obtained in 1929, but they have 
managed to do it, nevertheless, and the stockhold- 
ers get the same old dividend check, including 
some extras. 

“Some of these corporations have found that 
they had to cut corners in many ways to maintain 
the dividend rate. Some have laid off workers 
without regard to where they were going, while 
some have tried to maintain the former members 
intact, though on a shorter week basis. 

“Twenty-nine of the companies are merchan- 
dising, five of them operating chains. Only two oil 
companies are included, Standard of New Jersey 
and Amerada. No gold mining companies are in- 
cluded, though some gold mining companies have 
maintained dividend rates by cutting expenses. 

“Five of the corporations listed are making 
larger dividend payments this year than in 1929, 
the boom year. These are American Tobacco, 
Coca-Cola, Hershey Chocolate, Lorillard and 
United Biscuit. 

“Of course this is a list of only thirty-nine out 
of hundreds. Only one of the railroads is listed. 
But these corporations are large and they are im- 
portant and the total pay roll bulks large, but 
the pay rolls are not up to the 1929 standards.” 

———_@&_____— 


Immigration Statistics 


Statistics issued by the State Department show 
that immigration is being kept at a very low point. 
During the month of August, 1932, only 6 per cent 
of the quotas admissible under the law were given 
permission to enter from those countries from 
which nearly all immigrants come. The annual 
quotas from those countries total 148,383, of which 
not more than 10 per cent may be admitted in 
any one month. Thus 14,838 were admissible in 
August, but only 854 were given visas. At this 
rate less than 11,000 would enter in a year. 

Had immigrants been permitted to come into 
this country to the full quota limits since 1929, 
more than a half million foreigners would have 
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been added to those seeking work. If Congress 
had not imposed the prevailing quota restrictions 
it is likely that from two to three million immi- 
grants would have come in since the depression 
began. 

At no time have the immigration laws been en- 
forced with such marked efficiency as now obtains, 
it is claimed. 


ge 
Charity and Independence 


“A hundred years ago, in a society now extinct, 
the point of view which puts charity above inde- 
pendence now seems to us grotesque,” says Ber- 
trand Russell, the English publicist. He continues: 

“But in newer forms it still survives, and is sitll 
politically powerful. It is this very same outlook 
which makes large numbers of people think it bet- 
ter that the unemployed should be kept alive by 
private benevolence than that they should have 
the legal right to support by the public authorities. 
In a just world there would be no possibility of 
‘charity.’ ” 

There will be always a disparity of opinion on 
what constitutes “a just world.” But there should 
be no disputing the fact that “civilized” countries 
have an obligation to the victims of adversity, 
which can not be shirked. When a general calam- 
ity, such as fire, flood, earthquake, famine or war 
brings destitution and suffering upon whole com- 
munities there is no hesitation as to how money 
shall be raised and applied to relief. Governments 
act first and provide the necessities of life and 
health. Private charity would in many instances 
be too late and its machinery inadequate to handle 
the situation. 

But the idea still persists that it is the province 
of private charitable organizations, and not of 
governments, to relieve human distress and misery. 
This viewpoint found its greatest support in Presi- 
dent Hoover and his political associates, who gave 
us the picturesque expression, “rugged individu- 
ality.” 

But with ten to twelve millions of workers with- 
out employment, and no immediate relief in sight, 
“rugged individuality” becomes meaningless. And 
so a large element in the nation has come to be- 
lieve that the time is ripe for a new viewpoint. The 
welfare, present and future, of these millions of 
citizens has become the problem of the nation. It 
is of too vast proportions to be handled by any 
other agency. 

This new viewpoint has found a vigorous advo- 
cate in President-elect Roosevelt. In one of his 
campaign speeches he announced his conviction 
that this government owes to every citizen “an op- 
portunity to earn a livelihood.” Correlatively, if 
this opportunity be denied, government must pro- 
vide a means of livelihood. 

It is a doctrine that will seem startling to the 
“old school” statesman. But the world moves, 
even if it be denied that it is a progressive move- 
ment. Legislation of recent years would be a 
shock to the founders of the government; and the 
machine age promises more shocks if it is to cope 
with the new conditions. 

It is logical that a government which can com- 
mand the services and even the lives of its citizens 
in war times should assume responsibility for their 
lives and welfare during peace-time calamities such 
as we are now experiencing. 

o—___—_—__ 


Is there something facetious in the following 
description by the Associated Press of the scene 
when President William Green opened the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor convention at Cincinnati?: 
“Soft-voiced and slightly gray, sturdy and ruddy, 
he spoke from a marble dais in the luxurious Hall 
of Mirrors of a down-town hotel. Before him, 
more than 300 representatives of millions of work- 
ers listened from chairs at long tables. Against a 
background of silver and glass in the balcony a 
hundred more looked on.” 
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COMMENT AND CRITICISM 


I. L. N. 8. 


We call this a democracy. We call our various 
movements democratic. Do we kid ourseelves, o; 
are we right about it? 

The greatest clamor of the last two years has 
been for a leader. For the nation, for the States, 
the cities, for organizations, there has been the 
clamor for leaders. 

Democracy supposes participation by all citi. 
zens. The citizenship is supposed to chart its 
course, mark out its landing fields and erect its 
beacons. But when it gets stuck it howls for a 
leader. 

How comes it we cannot and do not collectively 
go about our own business of finding a way out? 
What is this thing called the will of the people? 

: * * * 

It usually works out this way: Two or more 
men, having ideas, present them to the people. 
Observing these ideas and taking into account 
their own prejudices, whims and perhaps thirst for 
lucre, the citizenship marches to the polls and 
says “thumbs up” for one and “thumbs down” for 
all the rest. 

And meanwhile it is quite probable that the 
people, as such and of themselves, have contributed 
exactly nothing. So it goes in the nation and in or- 
ganizations. 

It is true that there are conventions where plat- 
forms and resolutions are adopted, but by common 
consent the policies of the leader are of first im- 
portance. Leaders have been known to fly in the 
face of their platform and to please the people by 
so doing. 

We do not have the courage, or the way, to go 
on, except as we can follow a leader, it seems. 

So, instead of crying, “Give us brains,” we 


cry, “Give us leaders.” 
* * Ox 


In Van Loon’s “Life of Rembrandt” there is an 
interesting paragraph that might be read with 
profit. A friend offers it. It says: 

“Take this bugaboo of self-government, of dem- 
ocracy, or whatever you wish to call it. The aver- 
age man feels feebly and vaguely that he ought to 
stand on his own legs—manage his own affairs— 
and he clamors for a republic—for a res publicae 
—in which every free man shall have the right to 
express his own feelings in regard to the manage- 
ment of the state. As long as the country to which 
he belongs, or the city or the village of which he’ 
is an inhabitant, continues to dwell in peace, he is 
perfectly at his ease and struts about in his gay 
colors, a sword at his side, and pats himself on the 
back and says, ‘I am a pretty fine fellow, master 


of my own destiny,’” etc. 
or ee 


Van Loon goes on to say: “But the moment 
he sniffs the first suspicious odors of danger—the 
moment he is brought face to face with a crisis— 
all his courage and all his high spirits leave him 
and he runs to the market place and cries ‘A 
leader! Give me a leader! Give me someone who 
is stronger than I am myself. Give me a man 
whom I can follow where he leads. I am only a 
weak: little creature—all these fine phrases were 
merely self-deception. Take me by the -hand and 
tell me what to do.’ ” 

And that, ladies and gentlemen, seems to have 
in it a lot of truth and wisdom. How shall we, 
then, go forward? 

Well, simply because nothing is yet perfect, 
but all huinan institutions grow by experience. We 
live and learn and so we make progress, slowly, 
but somewhat surely. Leaders, it seems, we must 
have, but there is every reason for us more and 
more to give orders. 

SE 


The world is wearied of statesmen whom de- 
mocracy has degraded into politicians.—Disraeli. 
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WASTE OF UNEMPLOYMENT 


By WILL J. FRENCH 
Director California State Department of Industrial Relations 


Such a subject as “The Waste of Unemploy- 
ment” opens up innumerable avenues of thought, 
for unemployment is practically all waste. The 
mind visualizes despondent and hungry men and 
women, suffering children, lowered living stand- 
ards, increase in crime, poverty, malnutrition, and 
days of reckoning to come, because of the failure 
of our present society to grapple with and conquer 
the dread foe of civilization. : 

The philosophy of the full stomach tells us 
that people are hardier, that the little ones are 
less prone to sickness, and that the luxuries of past 
years lead to a life of ease and satisfaction that 
takes away the foundation that is stable. Then we 
are told there is ample time for reflection, which is 
true, and that if the idle hours are well spent the 
future can be faced with a determination to spend 
less and return to the simpler ways of living. Usu- 
ally these consoling words come from folks who 
are sure of their meals for an indefinite period of 
time ahead, and whose comfort is not likely to be 
disturbed by the horrors their less fortunate fellow- 
citizens are experiencing. 

One important waste of unemployment is the 
smug complacency engendered among people who 
are unable to see the possible dangers to the social 
structure, mainly because of selfishness and a feel- 
ing of security that may be dissipated later on. 

The main wastes are the social, the mental, and 
the physical. The natural order is work. Intelli- 
gent persons find the busy life fills a need, and that 
if there is opportunity to prove of service to others 
then the hours are that much the happier. 

A civilization is not civilized that fails to so or- 
ganize itself that men and women anxious to work 
can find something to do. And the aim should be 
to have the contributions made according to the 
ability to produce or to give the best return to 
society. 


The Social Waste 


There is a distinct menace to a state or nation in 
groups of workless people. A natural sullenness 
develops. The wastes of unemployment do not 
merely affect those directly concerned. There 
comes a dislocation of business. The spending 
power is lessened, or disappears. This throws 
others into the ranks of the idle. Employers with 
fixed charges to meet are bewildered and often 
suffer more than their displaced employees. Pro- 
fessional men lose clients. Here and there in a 
continual stream come additions to the large num- 
bers of helpless people, caught in the gears of an 
intricate machine that keeps on grinding but 
which does not fulfill its real mission. 

Years ago the German philosopher Goethe wrote 
a fine line: “Above the nation is the home.” He 
meant that on the secure basis of the family unit 
must depend the welfare of all, We know from 
either actual experience or observation that unem- 
ployment brings waste from every quarter to 
strike viciously at the citadel of the home. In- 
sidiously at first, but faster later on, despair stalks 
in the front door and will not be denied. 

Aiter the home comes the community, then the 
State, and finally the country as a whole is con- 
cerned. Trade disappears. People do not know 
which way to turn. Each activity of the natural 
Processes of business is affected. Men lose their 
Positions, or their income is heavily reduced. The 
food may be meager, the household goods sold 
Piece by piece, the landlord waits, the children’s 
educational possibilities suffer, and loss reigns 
supreme, 

A visitor to a battlefield walked among the dead. 
He spoke vividly of the terrible scene. He pointed 
out man after man as a poet, a sculptor, a painter, 
a physician, a mechanic, a business leader, and 
showed how -civilization. suffered by the ruthless 
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cutting down of its splendid citizens-to-be in the 
prime of life. And does not the graphic picture 
apply equally to the wastes of unemployment? 

Who can tell of the future wastes represented 
by the inability to pay for medical, surgical and 
dental care at the right time? A man here or a 
woman there, or, even more to be deplored, the 
child that is overlooked, will surely give to the 
debit side of society fewer years of useful life, ill 
health and suffering, with the consequent drain on 
individual or public financial sources. 

Despondent people in a land of plenty can be 
expected to move toward short cuts in the desire 
to improve the economic status. This is natural. 
Then may come the waste of time and energy in 
retracing the steps and building more securely. 
History is replete with instances that represent 
death and destruction to the existing order, result- 
ing in confusion and sometimes in revolution and 
bloodshed. 

The Mental Waste 

There are friends who rightly emphasize the 
mental attitude toward the problems of the day. It 
cannot be denied that when a man recognizes 
there is security of employment, a sure income and 
a knowledge that all is well from a material stand- 
point, there comes a satisfaction not possessed by 
the breadwinner who is idle, and who is without 
money and uncertain of the days to come. The 
first man may worry over many things, usually 
minor, but the second man cannot be blamed for 
a mental approach that is detrimental to him, 
harmful to his wife and children, and wasteful to 
society. 

The man who strives, day in and day out, to find 
work, and who realizes the seeming futility of the 
search as he sees countless thousands engaged in 
a like quest, would not be human if he did not 
feel himself giving way under the strain. More 
often he suffers acutely as he sees the wife and 
little ones lacking the essentials. The loss of the 
child’s laughter is a tragedy that stands out in 
our present-day situation, as the fact that “daddy” 
is without employment and is sorrowful impresses 
itself upon the juvenile mind. 

The newspapers tell of acts of destruction and 
of losses of property, credited to lack of oppor- 
tunity to find something to do. Here are wastes 
of many kinds, generally having their beginning in 
worry and ending in dark despair. 

Ten centuries before Christ was born Homer 
referred to “the hateful road of old age.” He did 
not mean the evening years of life blessed by a 
competency, friends, and a reverent attitude to- 
ward the other side of the divide. Rather must he 
have had in mind the dependent aged, leaning on 


‘private or public charity, or, worse still, living 


with relatives who do not want them, and possess- 
ing the knowledge that working days are over. 
Here we have a mental waste that is appalling. 

The moral wastes are associated with the mental. 
Men commit crimes when they are hungry and 
have dependents starving in their homes. One 
false step leads to another. Soon the attitude of 
mind is developed that makes excuses for the 
lapses, and the downward trend has no barrier in 
the way. Once this state exists, society finds itself 
surrounded by those who assail the foundations of 
all that is best in the community life. 

When the police and the courts have to assume 
contro! of the tragic situations, there come detri- 
mental publicity, a weakening of the moral fibers, 
the breaking up of homes, and innumerable losses 
from which there is no recovery until time brings 
in its healing processes. 

The Physical Waste 

When men are not producing the state loses one 
of its means of enrichment. Machinery that stands 
still is bad. Idle men are worse, in the sense that 
life is the most important asset known. The strug- 
gles that follow seriously affect the physical well- 
being. Whenever there is a doubt about providing 
the fundamentals of food, clothing and shelter, or 
inability to furnish these essential needs, there must 
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come a reduction in the standards of life that tells 
on each man, women and child concerned in the 
economic battle. A description of these wastes is 
baffling, because there are so many and they are 
so complex in these days of the machine, mass 
production, and the failure to balance manufactur; 
ing, consumption and distribution. 

It is known that lack of food means a lowering 
of the powers of resistance to ill-health. This can 
fairly be interpreted to represent a waste that 
cannot be recovered, in many instances, for life 
itself is adversely affected. When we have millions 
of people thus situated in all the large countries of 
the world, the gigantic totals are a distinct chal- 
lenge to our lack of constructive thinking and, 
what is more to the point, to definite action. 

There are clear physical wastes in organizing 
ineffectively to meet the elemental wants of those 
who are out of work, when it is known the plans 
are only palliative and cannot prove of lasting 
benefit. And, worse still, we find ourselves facing 
a future that predicts reductions in community ap- 
propriations to meet the calls of growing numbers 
of unemployed. 

If the same efforts and money could be directed 
toward reviving business on a sure basis, and guar- 
anteeing work for all, plus a reorganization of the 
economic structure in such a way that security 
would come into its own, then the main haunting | 
fear of people would disappear. The physical im- 
provement, like its brothers on the social and 
mental sides, would be lasting, and a dark cloud 
now hovering over every land would face the dis- 
pelling sunlight of unafraid common sense, point- 
ing the way to life, liberty and happiness in the 
best sense of that familiar term. 

There is a tendency to consider unemployment 
as of vital concern to the wage earners, with em- 
ployers occupying the second place. The facts are 
that it reaches down to the depths of life, and the 
lost income of the widow and her children is likely 
to mean destitution and despair to the little group. 
The sudden changes, the false pride, the com- 
mendable thought that there shall be no call on 
charity unless absolutely necessary, and the uncer- 
tainties that affect all, but touch the surface of the 
horrors now confronting us. 

At the San Francisco public hearing held by the 
State Unemployment Commission, a man took the 
stand to tell his story. He said that his trade had 
disappeared under the stern march of labor-saving 
machinery, he had tried unsuccessfully to find 
something else to do, and was busily engaged ring- 
ing door bells in the eternal search. This was a 
more or less familiar description of the plight of 
so many, but our friend vividly compared himself 
with the cave men of olden. times who had a place 
to protect themselves from inclement weather, a 
chance to warm themselves at a fire, and at least 
somewhere to lay their heads. “And I haven’t even 
a cave,” said the man. When we have such waste- 
ful and purposeless lives all around us, through, 
absolutely no fault of the victims, the call to action 


becomes a mandate to human intelligence. 
ee 


NECESSITY FOR CO-OPERATION 


One of the most favorable signs connected with 
our cause is a new willingness to co-operate with 
labor and other city employees shown in the un- 
employment relief proposal adopted for the com- 
ing year. The usual smugly complacent individual-' 
ism has given place to a realization of the, abso- 
lute necessity of working and co-operating whole- 
heartedly with other groups of workmen. Our, 
favorable situation here in San Francisco is due 
to the breakdown of selfish individual action, and 
the growth of the idea that we need united action 
with our fellow workers in other fields. This state- 
ment is true whether the teachers will admit it or 
not. The importance and power of the teachers’ 
unions in San Francisco is far out of proportion 
to the number of members.—C. A. Simons, Presi- 
dent San Francisco Local No. 215, American Fed- 
eration of Teachers, in “The American Teacher.” 
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Labor to Lead Fight 


Against Volstead Act 


While sixty industries await word to proceed 
turning out the products and supplies to be needed 
by the brewing industry upon modification of the 
Volstead act, election returns, now complete, show 
immediate gains independent of congressional 
action. 

Nine states voted repeal of their constitutional 
bone dry amendments or enforcement acts. These 
were Louisiana, Michigan, New Jersey, California, 
Washington, Oregon, Colorado, Arizona and 
North Dakota. 

In addition to this list two states struck hard 
at the eighteenth amendment. Connecticut carried 
by 7 to 1 a proposal to petition Congress to pro- 
pose prohibition repeal to the states, while Wyo- 
ming went on record for repeal of the eighteenth 
amendment. 

Among modificationists plans went forward for 
the purpose of securing unity among modification 
forces, so that all may support one bill. 

Unified Action Imperative 

It is realized that the chances of success in the 
short session of Congress are excellent if the issue 
can be stated in a single bill having united sup- 
port. The drys are not united, it is pointed out. 
Intimations that Senator Borah may undertake a 
filibuster are not taken at face value. There are 
many who contend that Borah’s influence has been 
materially lessened by the election, inasmuch as 
he lost his own state campaign and inasmuch as 
he will become a minority member of the commit- 
tee he has served as chairman in the new Con- 
gress. 

Labor’s National Committee for Modification 
of the Volstead Act has recorded a clear majority 
in the short session of both houses, with strong 
probability that a two-thirds vote can be mustered 
in the Senate, as well as the House, where it is 
certain. 


Labor to Lead Fight 
Announcements by other modificationists show 
conclusively that labor’s committee has made a 
more thorough and reliable canvass of the con- 
gressional situation than any other organization 
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and that leadership in the modification fight will 
be in labor’s hands. 

Action by the eleven states in sweeping away 
Volsteadism has already given modification a tre- 
mendous impetus, in addition to the command 
registered in the returns generally. One of the 
immediate results will be a stoppage of state en- 
forcement, which in many cases will make ne: 
legislation imperative. The new legislation will 
take the form in some cases, as already indicated, 
of licensing legislation, perhaps in advance of 
federal modification. Another immediate effect will 
be the pardoning of perhaps thousands held in 
state prisons and county jails for violation of state 
enforcement laws. 

et Se eet ee 

BRIDGE CONTRACTS TO BE SIGNED 

Contracts for several portions of the work of 
building the Golden Gate bridge were expected to 
be signed this week, according to Francis V. 
Keesling, head of the committee of directors which 
has been analyzing the various tenders and check- 
ing on proposals from bonding companies. The 
contracts to be immediately approved include that 
of Barrett & Hilp, for the anchorages; the Pacific 
Bridge Company, for the main piers; the John A. 
Roeblin’s Sons’ Company, for the cables; Eaton 
& Smith, for the Presidio road; the Alta Electric 
Company, for bridge lighting; Bridge Builders, 
Inc., for the approaches, and Chigris & Sustros, 
for the Marin County road. 
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THERE WOULD BE GREAT DEMAND 

Vast riches await the man who can devise a 
straw vote system that will be as accurate in 
picking derby winners as in naming presidents.— 
Chicago “Daily News.” 

a 
Philadelphians Face to Face 
With City Income Tax Gouge 

A battle royal is on in Philadelphia over a mu- 
nicipal income tax proposal that has the town by 
the ears. 

The city council proposes a city income tax to 
hit the wage earners and allow escape for the rich. 
President Adolph Hirschberg calls the new tax 
an “unfair tax on the workingman.” Big business 
is actually exempted, while workers, small busi- 
ness men, professional men and unincorporated 
partnerships are soaked. 

The Chamber of Commerce backs the new tax 
proposal and naturally council members take 
refuge behind that backing. The Chamber’s law- 
yers drafted the tax and left the doors wide open 
for the escape of big money. 

Stock exchange partnerships are given a particu- 
larly wide open door, for they are left free to dis- 
tribute their profits, tax free, to the partners by 
special exemption. 

It is pointed out, however, that a stenographer 
earning $20 a week would pay 40 cents a month 
tax. The bill covers and “gets” 300,000 who live 
outside Philadelphia and work in the city. 


Pn nn , 
UNITED STATES LAUNDRY 
Telephone MArket 6000 


1148 HARRISON STREET 
VISITORS WELCOME 


We Wash Everything With Ivory Soap 


NATIONAL 


USENTHAL S GROCERIES 
TOILETRIES 


SALES STORES 


WE ALWAYS UNDERSELL 


HERMAN’S HATS 


Union Made 


2386 MISSION STREET 
Near 20th Street 


~ 


4 


Friday, November 25, 1932 


Control of Industry 


By Bankers Denounced 


Bankers’ domination of industry has had a far. 
reaching influence in shaping wage and working 
conditions of American industry and has created 
one of organized labor’s most serious problems, 
the officers of the Metal Trades Department, 
American Federation of Labor, told the twenty. 
fourth annual convention in Cincinnati last week, 
in submitting their annual report. 

“When bankers believe that wages should he 
reduced, the corporations are practically compelled 
to agree,” the report declares. “When corporations 
believe that wages should be advanced and the 
hours of labor reduced, the banker’s consent must 
be secured before the change can be made.” 

The report, signed by President James O’Con- 
nell and Secretary-Treasurer John P. Frey, 
strongly urges a federal license law as a remedy 
for autocratic corporation control of industry, 
Such a law was proposed at the last convention 
and was referred to the executive council of the 
A. F. of L. 

Conferences with a number of outstanding at- 
torneys, economists and men in public affairs have 
strengthened the conviction of the Metal Trades 
Department, the report says, that the next great 
legislative effort of the labor movement should be 
the enactment of a bill requiring all individuals, 
corporations, or partnerships doing an interstate 
business to have a federal license. The law would 
provide that the license be revoked whenever the 
licensee violated the provisions of his license. 

Discussing the hours of labor, the report de- 
clares that examination of federal production sta- 
tistics makes it evident that the five-day week pol- 
icy, advocated at the Boston convention in 1930, 
was conservative instead of radical, in view of the 
tremendous increase in workers’ per capita pro- 
duction, due to the use of modern industrial 
methods. 

ee a 
A TYRANNICAL GOVERNMENT 


What a dictatorship can mean to a people is 
shown with graphic clarity by figures just issued 
regarding Cuban imports by the United States 
Department of Commerce. 

Cuban imports for the first half of this year 
were about 39 per cent below her imports for the 
first half of last year. That includes her imports 
from all countries. The amount of decrease is 
more than nineteen million dollars! 

The reason this shows so clearly what has hap- 
pened to the economic life of the people is that 
Cuba so largely imports her necessities. 

Shipments from the United States are not more 
curtailed than are those from other countries. 
which include England, Germany, France and 
Spain. 

The Cuban people are being starved to death. 
largely because of the tyrannies imposed by the 
Machado government, which has just held a joke 
election, on the basis of which it claims vindica- 
tion. Nothing can vindicate tyranny and nothing 
can show more clearly the economic effects, to say 
nothing of the moral and spiritual effect, than 
Cuba’s import statistics. Machado is throttling 
the Cuban people, bringing them physical and 
spiritual death. It would seem to be time for the 
Platt amendment to atise and show signs of 
life—I. L. N. S. 

ee 
SHE FOUND HER AFFINITY 

“Old Bob’s going to marry Miss Flighty. She 
can ride, swim, dance, sing, drive a car, and pilot 
an airplane. Real all-rounder!” “They ought to 
get on fine. Old Bob’s a good cook.”—“Catholic 
News.” 
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Influence of Labor 
Thrown Against Cord 


Probably for the first time on record organized 
labor has swung into a fight over control of a 
great corporation, says an I. L. N. S. dispatch 
from Washington. 

Labor’s heaviest guns have been unlimbered to 
mow down the ambitions of E. L. Cord to secure 
control of the great Aviation Corporation, which 
controls American Airways, Inc., thrcugh proxies 
to be voted in a forthcoming meeting. 

Cord, maker of Auburn and Cord automobiles 
and top man in other corporations, is branded as 
so hostile to labor that no co-operative relations 
can be developed. 

President William Green, in a letter to LaMotte 
T. Cohu, president of Aviation Corporation, New 
York, throws his influence with Cohu and the 
present directors of Aviation Corporation, friendly 
to labor. The proxy battle rages hot throughout 
the United States and full page advertisements 
have been used to win votes in the battle for 
control. 

Cord Hostile to Labor 

“The American Federation of Labor has for 
many years been thoroughly informed regarding 
the labor policies of E. L. Cord in the different 
industries which he dominated, managed and con- 
trolled,” President Green’s letter says. “He has 
shown a most antagonistic attitude toward labor, 
and particularly toward organized labor. We are 
thoroughly convinced that Mr. Cord is hostile to 
union labor, that he is opposed to organization 
among workers employed in factories and cor- 
porations which he controls. For this reason the 
American Federation of Labor sincerely hopes 
that Mr. Cord will fail in his purpose to gain con- 
trol of the Aviation Corporation of New York 
City. 

Carry Fight to Congress 

“Tt will be the purpose of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor to call the attention of members 
of Congress and the authorities at Washington to 
the fact that labor is strongly opposed to Mr. 
Cord and Mr. Cord’s labor policies. We have 
heen highly pleased over the development of a 
co-operative relationship between the present man- 
agement of the Aviation Corporation and its em- 
ployees; the air pilots employed by your company 
have confidence in the present management, and 
for that reason the said employees are anxious, 
willing and eager to render the highest and most 
efficient service of which they are capable. I do 
not mean by this that we regard the wages paid 
the air pilots employed as excessive. 

“T can not help but believe that the highest and 
best interests of all those connected with the Avia- 
tion Corporation, as well as the highest and best 
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interests of the public, will be served through a 
continuation of the present management of the 
Aviation Corporation. In behalf of labor and in 
the name of labor I express the hope that Mr. 
Cord will be defeated in his attempt and purpose 
to secure control of the Aviation Corporation.” 

The Air Line Pilots’ Association, affiliated to 
the American Federation of Labor, is opposing 
Cord’s ambitions vigorously, through its president, 
David Behnke. 

ee See! ARNE § 

RESIGNATION OF LEO GALLAGHER 

Under conditions which amounted practically to 
dismissal, Leo Gallagher, well-known California 
lawyer, lately resigned from the faculty of South- 
western University Law School in Los Angeles, 
of which he had becen a member nine years. Dean 
McNitt of that institution is quoted as saying: 
“Lawyers who defend political minorities have no 
place on the teaching staff of Southwestern Uni- 
versity.” Mr. Gallagher has long been an attorney 
for the American Civil Liberties Union, and as 
such has defended many free speech cases in the 
courts. It is reliably stated that he was forced out 
of the law school through pressure put upon the 
university heads by the Better America Federation, 
the Merchants and Manufacturers’ Association, the 
D. A. R., and the Los Angeles Chamber of Com- 
merce. Academic freedom, it would appear, is ut- 
terly foreign to American education and needs to 
be fought for by every social agency.—‘American 
Teacher.” 

——-——_ &_-—____ 

WHAT TO DO WITH BOOTLEGGERS? 

Colonel Robert Isham Randolph, head of Chi- 
cago’s “secret six,” told reporters there will be no 
big crime wave if and when the eighteenth amend- 
ment is repealed. ‘There will be a period of ad- 
justment afterward, but not a terrific crime wave,” 
he said. “We shall have to absorb those men who 
are now depending on liquor violations for their 
livelihood.” 


ee 
Levee Investigators Find Cash 
Lacking for Labor Investigation 


Having been named to dig into charges of ex- 
ploitation on Mississippi River levee work being 
done under United States army supervision and 
control, the commission named by President 
Hoover may never perform its task. “No money” 
is the verdict, according to advices from Wash- 
ington. 

If the commission members want to dig into 
their own pockets they can go ahead. Otherwise 
nothing can be done, various government officials 
report. Robert R. Moton, Judge James A. Cobb, 
Eugene Kinkle Jones and Lieutenant Colonel 
U. S. Grant 3d are members. 

Only hope of government 
be an appropriation by the 
Congress, delaying the work 
may be useless. 
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financing seems to 
coming session of 
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Will Use Relief Fund 
To Extend Car Lines 


“Without cost to the city,” the financing of two 
Municipal Railway construction jobs from the 
city officials and employees’ relief fund was pro- 
posed Monday last by Mayor Rossi and approved 
by the Public Utilities Commission. 

With labor costs estimated at $65,000 and cost 
of materials $35,000, met by contributions of rail- 
way employees to the relief fund, it-is proposed 
that only unemployed will be used on the jobs. 
The plan submitted by the mayor is to meet the 
situation which will be created by the abandon- 
ment of the Municipal Railway bus lines on the 
ocean beach and to the Marina. 

The “F” car line, under the proposed plan, is 
to be extended from its present terminus at Chest- 
nut.and Scott streets, out Chestnut to Divisadero, 
and thence north a distance of 2000 feet to the 
Marina. 

It is also planned to make the long deferred 
extension of the Taraval street “L” line from its 
ocean beach terminus down Forty-eighth avenue 
to Sloat boulevard and Fleishhacker Playground. 

E. G. Cahill, manager of utilities, estimated that 
by building the extensions without cost to the 
city the present losses from bus line operations 
will be cut about $23,000. 

Mayor Rossi pointed out that in no other way 
could the extensions be made, as the charter pro- 
hibits capital expenditures except from profits 
of the railway, which is now running in the “red.” 

ee ge 
STEEL CONTINUES GAINS 

The iron and steel industry entered November 
somewhat cheered by the third consecutive 
monthly gain in unfilled orders of the United 
States Steel Corporation, says a Pittsburgh dis- 
patch. The corporation’s backlog increased to 
1,997,000 tons on October 31 from 1,985,000 tons 
on September 30 and 1,970,000 tons on August 31. 
The unfilled tonnage at the close of July, lowest 
in years, was reported at 1,966,000 tons. The gain 
during October occurred in spite of an increased 
rate of mill operations. 
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DEMAND THE 
UNION LABEL 


BERIT 
TRADES (NON COUNCIL} 
ON YOUR PRINTING, BOOKBINDING 
AND PHOTOENGRAVING 

If a firm cannot place the Label of the 
Allied Printing Trades Council on your 
Printing, it is not a Union Concern. 
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CHEAP CLEANING IS EXPENSIVE 


Be not deceived by cheap cleaning. Protect the health of your family by 
patronizing a plant where all your clothes and household goods, including 
rugs, are handled under the most sanitary conditions, where your clothing 
stays clean and pressed longer and save them from wear. 
Cleaning with us is an art. 
High Quality Cleaning and Finishing at 
Moderate Prices—You Will Be Surprised! © 
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DYEING AND CLEANING WORKS 


Main Office and Works 


2140 FOLSOM STREET 
PHONE HEMLOCK 3131 


RUN O’ THE HOOK 


(This department is conducted by the 
president of San Fran 
graphical Union No. 21) 


Last Sunday’s meeting of the union brought out 
the largest attendance in recent months. That the 
spirit of old was shown in the deep interest and 
enthusiasm manifested was the subject of numer- 
ous comments. Several important subjects to be 
passed upon and the very earnest and liberal dis- 
cussion that followed their presentation made the 
closing hour a late one. With the exception of 
those whose working hours prevented, the at- 
tendance remained exceptional until final adjourn- 
ment. 


According to reports, Harry Webster of the 
San Bernardino “Sun and Telegram,” was one of 
the protestants at a recent meeting of Cali- 
fornia newspaper publishers against a certain ac- 
tivity that has been the subject of wide complaint 
from newspapers. There is a wide suspicion that 
Mr. Webster is at present suffering more particu- 
larly from the results of his attempt to operate a 
non-union composing room in San Bernardino. 
The energetic opposition he has encountered there 
from his former union employees and their numer- 
ous friends, and the support given to a competitor 
in the field, are well known, and his “wolf” cry on 
other subjects only brings forth smiles. 


The first five months of the law requiring: the 
payment of per capita tax by apprentices brought 
about a nearly complete registration and shows 
that there were 4119 apprentices, and their pay- 
ments reached the sum of $12,686.80. During the 
last fiscal year the number of apprentices admitted 
to full membership was 250 less than the total 
number of deaths of journeymen throughout the 
entire I. T. U. jurisdiction. 

Numerous members of the union, particularly 
in the newspaper branch, were saddened to learn 
of the death of Frank W. Gnekow, news of which 
was received last week in only a brief note from 
a relative in Hollywood. Particulars of the cause 
of death and place of burial were ‘not given. He 
had gone to the southland last year to make his 
home, following relinquishment of his situation 
on the San Francisco “Chronicle” on account of 
failing health, but it had not been anticipated by 
his friends that his days were then so shortly 
numbered. Deceased was a native of Stockton, 
but came to this city nearly forty years ago. A 
competent and conscientious workman, a staunch 
union member, and a most genial companion 
among friends, his passing is keenly felt by all 
his acquaintances. 

The Chicago Newspaper Publishers’ Association, 
in arbitration proceedings with the Web Press- 
men’s Union, and in this day and age, has in a 
counter proposition to that of the union asking 
for an increase in the work-week to 48 hours for 
night and 45 hours for day work, together with 
15 per cent reduction in wages. Chicago pressmen, 
some two years ago, had been granted 45 hours 
for day work and 42 nights through an arbitration 
award. 

A sixteen-page section was used in the Boston 
“Evening American” on November 11 by one of 
that city’s largest department stores. Before the 
doors of the store were opened the throng in the 
streets required the services of policemen. It was 
estimated that 350,000 customers visited the store 
in twelve hours, and that sales amounted to 
$400,000. 
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Among visitors at last Sunday’s union meeting, | 


attracted by the important subjects which it was 
known were to be considered, were M. A. Hamil- 
ton and R. M. Collins, Fresno; William S. Dar- 
row, San Jose; Allen T. Hill, and D. K. Stauffer, 
San Mateo; J. F. Patterson, Oakland. 

By a vote of 3780 to 3256, New York union has 
rejected a wage scale for book and job printers 
which had been submitted by the union’s scale 
committee and the Printers’ League section of the 
employers. The newspaper scale of New York is 
now being arbitrated, with John T. Saulter of 
Indianapolis as chairman of the board, two of 
whom are chosen by the union and two by the 
publishers. In brief, the publishers ask that they 
be permitted to work the men eight hours with- 
out payment of overtime, instead of the present 
seven-and-one-half-hour day, together with a de- 


crease in wages. The union asks for a six-hour 


day for six days with an increased wage. It is 
stated by the union in argument that there are 
now 1265 of its local members out of empioyment 
due chiefly to mergers and consolidations, and 
that in two years the working members had con- 
tributed $4,000,000 to the relief of unemployed 
union men in the industry; that members were 
not receiving the present regular union rate, inas- 
much as they were giving up a substantial portion 
thereof by voluntarily surrendering as much as 
a day’s pay weekly to aid unemployed members. 

Members of No. 21 are urged to be on guard 
against lending patronage of any nature to any 
firm having its printing done under non-union 
conditions. All printing not bearing the union 
label that is brought to your door, or with which 
you come in contact, should be immediately 
brought or delivered to headquarters of the union. 
And, again, “Spend union-earned money for 
union-made products.” 


The I. T. U. referendum election call has been 
received and, as previously announced in this col- 
umn, will be held on Wednesday, December 7. 
Voting will be in chapels. Members~should care- 
fully study each of the six propositions, the text 
of which can be found on page 428 of the Novem- 
ber “Journal,” and which have also been previously 
referred to in “Run o’ the Hook.” 


On account of the holiday the Labor Clarion 
goes to press one day earlier than usual. 


“News” Chapel Notes—By L. L. Heagney 


The reward of several years’ conscientious work 
came to Barney O’Neal at Sunday’s union meet- 
ing, award of a diploma for completing the I. T. U. 
course of lessons in printing. Barney expects to 
get his card at the December meeting. 

A trifle early for a Christmas present and 
nothing for which to be grateful on Thanksgiving, 
the way Alfie Moore regards it. Suffering from a 
heart attack, his doctor ordered Alfie to bed, and 
though it’s a bit soon to predict when he’ll be 
around, the physician instructed him to stay tucked 
in for a month only, which would put him in cir- 
culation again along about the glad time of De- 
cember 25. 

Harry Fulton expects to release his sub on or 
near January 1. Harry, too, has been off the labor 
market through heart trouble for several months. 
A stiff upper lip he shows to the world, refusing 
to concede that serious illness can’t be overcome 
by patient, courageous effort. 

.Perhaps Bill Leslie’s method of dealing with 
certain phases of bodily disorders is unorthodox. 
Should Bill feel under the weather he hires a sub, 
loads up the gondola and gets out of town till 
the weather clears. Instead of medicine Leslie 
takes along reading material, kodak, etc., and is 
willing to bet a vagabond existence is more bene- 
ficial than the whole materia medica. His recent 
jaunt put him in Al shape, Bill allows. 

James Donnelly is host to his mother. The little 


Friday, November 25, 1932 


lady came in from Montana last week for a visit, 
She hesitates to set a limit, too; it may last aj 
winter. : j 

Thanksgiving and the week-end Frank Vaughn 
is passing in Sacramento with relatives. 

Gratifying to his sense of the fitness of things 
was the news reaching Curly (Baldy) Holm from 
his former home, Denmark, to the effect that a 
Labor government which has been in power the 
last four years was given a new mandate by the 
people in late elections. 

The Big Game had our football fans divided on 
the merits of Stanford vs. California. Wagering, 
resorted to by some prior to November 19, to 
prove the strength of their convictions, led W. P. 
Davis to assert one college had not lost a game 
this year—the Electoral College. 

One of the more affluent among the “News” per- 
sonnel admitted to his cronies he had deliberately 
helped swell the ranks of the unemployed. “Our 
maid I let go, not because she lacked ‘it’ or be- 
cause she was no bathing beauty. It was because 
as a frequent host I have stationed gobboons at 
strategic points in my shack, my visitors being 
gentlemen mostly, and she declined, dagnab it, to 
bathe those useful utensils.” 


MAILER NOTES 


By LEROY C.SMITH 


The November meeting of No. 18 was largely 
attended and proved to be an interesting session. 
A proposed unemployment relief measure was 
adopted, to be sent to referendum on December 
18. All members will be furnished with copies 
that they may study and become familiar with 
the proposed relief measure before voting upon it. 

The executive council of the International Typo- 
graphical Union has handed down decisions in 
three appeal cases coming from decisions of No. 
18. The decision of the local union was upheld in 
two of the three cases on appeal. In one case 
only, and that on a technicality in reference to 
procedure, the decision of the local union was 
reversed. 

Robert Hearn and Ernest Medley, who have 
been on the sick list, were reported as improving. 

C. F. Faulkner, “Examiner” chapel, who was 
severely cut and bruised by being accidentally 
caught while at work on a bundle-tying machine 
in that chapel, is confined to Franklin Hospital. 
His condition was reported as being improved. 

Though the executive council of the M. T. D. U. 
made some concessions to the member of Mailers’ 
Union No. 6 who claims ‘he was illegally expelled 
from that local, by limiting his expulsion to a six 
months’ period and back pay for time over the 
period of six months, provided the expelled mem- 
ber withdrew court action against Mailers’ Union 
No. 6, and applied for readmission to that local. 
A settlement out of court hinged on priority. The 
expelled member claimed that any settlement out 
of court should include his being restored to his 
priority standing as a regular on the New York 
“Sun.” But this was denied him in the decision 
of the M. T. D. U. officers, who advised that the 
question of priority on the New York “Sun” was 
to be given due consideration after his reinstate- 
ment as a member of the union. The expelled 
member and his attorney declined to agree to this 
proposal, so the case is still pending in court. It 
is stated the member was expelled from Mailers’ 
Union No. 6 for an alleged attack upon the presi- 
dent of the local at a union meeting. 
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“Legislative Agents” 
Looking for New Jobs 


Housecleaning day is at hand in Washington. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s almost unprecedented 
sweep at the polls, carrying down the Hoover ad- 
ministration under an avalanche of votes, has 
likewise torn ragged holes in the set-up of “big 
business” in the national capital, says an I. L. 
N. S. dispatch from Washington. 


Washington is the headquarters for a small 
army of “legislative agents,” representatives and 
so-called “spokesmen” for various big interests 
over the country that have more than a passing 
concern with the trends and policies of govern- 
ment. 

Some of them were chosen for no better reason 
than that they were “friends” with some division 
or part of the government, or “stood close to the 
administration.” Not a few of them are former 
employees of the government. 

The jobs have been to keep “big business” 
closely and “confidentially” informed as to “what 
is going on,” and to see that friendly relations 
were maintained with governmental bureaus con- 
cerned with their industries and clients. 


Effect Already Felt 


The upset in government at the hands of the 
nation’s electorate has cut deep into the web and 
woof of this fabric. A new administration, con- 
trolled by a different political party, is coming in 
and a change in the officialdom of government is 
in the offing. New faces and new policies will di- 
rect and control the destinies of government. 

This complexity is already raising the question 
in the mind of “big business” as to the effective- 
ness and efficiency of the present flock of lobby- 
ists, legislative agents and spokesmen in serving 
them under the changed order. 

It is generally admitted that changes are going 
to take place. With a new administration is ex- 
pected a new flock of these agents. They will 
come from the four corners of the country, and 
their mission will be to ‘establish contacts and 
acquaintances with the new personnel of govern- 
ment, 

For this reason it is a season of uneasiness 
among the chosen spokesmen whose contacts 
have been with the present set-up in government. 


To Lose Fat Stipends 


Individuals who have enjoyed soft berths and fat 
stipends, with not much work attached, and who 
have been content to drift with the tide or keep 
step with the administration, are wondering just 
what changed fortunes are in store for them. 

It is conceded that a housecleaning is approach- 
ing. Changes are in the offing. The outlook is 
anything but comforting for the little flock who 
have looked after these matters for the last twelve 
years, 

In more ways than one the outcome of the elec- 
tion was a disappointment and a source of sorrow 
in certain Washington circles. 

The depression, which has been blandly ac- 
cepted as something that affected other parts of 
the country, but was quite removed from the per- 
sonal fortunes of comfortably fixed “spokesmen” 
in the national capital, has been brought to their 
gates. And the prospects and possibilities of 
housecleaning are never pleasant to contemplate. 
r 
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Wages continue downward in most cases, with 
cuts exceeding rises by 511 to 12. 

Farm taxes in Southwestern states have risen 
161 per cent in the last seven years. 


New York City health department finds 20.5 per 
cent of that city’s school children under-fed. 

Norman Thomas polls about 800.000, which is a 
lot less than the 2,000,000 so generously forecast. 

Wages of women workers showed a steady de- 
cline from 1929 to 1932, according to Women’s 
Bureau statistics. 

Report has it that General Pershing will resign 
from the economy promotion movement headed 
by Admiral Byrd. 

On the face of results there will be no blocs of 
consequence in the new Congress. There will be 
strict party control again. 

Twenty-one New York banks have approved 
the Share-the-Work movement, assuring perma- 
nency of jobs of 35,000 clerks. 

Five years of research has located 887 persons 
in the United States both blind and deaf, the 
American Braille Press announces. 


A. F. Whitney, president, Brotherhood of Rail- 
road Trainmen, has criticized the share-the-work 
plan as “communism” and wage-cutting. 


In August lumber prices reached the lowest 
point since September, 1916. September reported 
a rise in orders beyond seasonal demands. 

Ford, expecting to sell 50,000 cars by January 1, 
has announced a bonus plan for the sales force 
and also will open a chain of his own retail 
outlets. 


The Chicago machine tool trade has been told by 
the Federal Trade Commission that its plan of 
swapping price information on bids for used ma- 
chines is illegal. 

Reforesting of 1,500,000 acres of idle land in 
Pennsylvania is needed, says the state’s deputy 
secretary of the department of forestry and waters, 
John W. Keller. 

Second wife of Stalin, red boss, 
aged 30. Nobody knows the cause. Soviet papers 
are silent. Rumor says it was an auto accident. 
Stalin married her when she was 16. 

Whether the Cunard line will rush work on its 
now super-liner remains in doubt. Financial re- 
ports say yes. Prime Minister MacDonald says he 
can find no basis for the report. England wonders. 


dies suddenly, 


“White slavery” and social diseases are on the 
increase, due to depression, according to Ameri- 
can Social Hygiene Association officers, who ask 
“action on all fronts” to curb the spread of these 
evils. 

Reserves held by banks members of the Federal 
Reserve system increased from $35,400,000 in Janu- 
ary to $277,000,000 in May, and interest rates for 
loans for business continue high. Business publica- 
tions are aroused. 


Pennsylvania is making a vigorous check-up to 
see that children are not employed under the law- 
ful age. In one department of one mill fifteen 
children were found with cards on which age 
dates had been altered. 
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Need for Full Chest 
Is Greater Than Ever 


“Give as liberally as you can, but no contribu- 
tion is too small.” 

This is the battle cry of the 6000 volunteer team 
workers of the Community Chest as they continue 
their house-to-house, office-to-office canvass of the 
city to raise the minimum quota of $2,500,000 to 
provide care for the needy of San Francisco. 

“Old, young, rich and poor must join forces and 
all do their part in the tremendous task that lies 
before us,” Henry Q. Hawes, chairman of the. 
Chest campaign committee, said yesterday. 

“The man or woman who is fortunate enough 
to have a job of any kind, no matter how small 
the pay, should not fail to give something to the 
less fortunate—if only 50 cents a month. Those 
better off should give in proportion to their good 
fortune, but not even the lowliest contribution is 
unwelcome or of no use. Every contribution of 
every size is sorely needed.” 

Former leaders of the Community Chest cam- 
paigns have come forward and joined with present 
officials to urge the public not to fail in this great- 
est test of the Chest and the most vital obligation 
San Francisco has pledged to its needy in the his- 
tory of Community Chest campaigns. 

Leland W. Cutler, president of the San Fran- 
cisco Chamber of Commerce, says: “The chair- 
manship of two campaigns taught this experience: 
that there is no emergency that San Franciscans 
can not meet. There is no appeal so direct as the 
appeal of their Community Chest—no demand so 
universally accepted as this annual call to every 
man and woman to meet our gravest respon- 
sibility.” 

Newton W. Stern, last year’s chairman of the 
campaign committee of the Community Chest, 
says: “Last year we felt that the needs of San 
Francisco were the greatest we had ever faced, 
and when the public realized this they filled the 
Chest and filled it nobly. There is no question but 
that the needs are even greater this year—the 
greatest in our history—and we sincerely hope that 
the people will again realize their responsibility 
and fill the Chest to overflowing.” 

Fred W. Dohrmann, Jr., vice-chairman of the 
campaign committee of the Community Chest, 
says: “We are now in the midst of our great cam- 
paign to raise funds to take care of the needy of 
San Francisco. For ten years the Community 
Chest has met its challenge successfully to pro- 
vide for the less fortunate.” 
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Synopsis of Minutes of November 18, 1932 


Meeting called to order at 8:15 p. m. by Vice- 
President Dixon. 


Roll Call of Officers—President Haggerty ex- 
cused. 


Reading Minutes— Minutes of the previous meet- 
ing approved as printed in the Labor Clarion. 


Communications—Filed—Minutes of the Build- 
ing Trades Council. From the family of the late 
Catherine MacDonald, mother of Frank C. Mc- 
Donald, thanking Council for its kind expressions 
of sympathy in their late bereavement. From 
Matthew I. Sullivan, Citizens’ Wright Act Repeal 
Association, thanking Council for the assistance 
rendered their committee during the recent cam- 
paign. From the International Bakery and Con- 
fectionery Workers’ Union, thanking the Council 
and Secretary O’Connell for the splendid co-opera- 
tion extended to their several locals in this city in 
their attempt to drive out the unfair crackers from 
all schools. 

Referred to Executive Committee—From Butch- 
ers’ Union No. 115, requesting Council to levy a 
boycott on the Del Monte Meat Company. 

Communication from the Northern Baseball 
Managers’ Association, stating that on November 
27 a monster baseball day will be staged at the 
San Francisco Seals’ Stadium for the purpose of 
raising a fund for taking care of boys who are 
injured while playing baseball on the baseball dia- 
monds of our city and county. On motion the 
affair was indorsed and all delegates were re- 
quested to patronize the said baseball day, Novem- 
ber 27; motion carried. 

Resolution presented by Delegate John A. 
O’Connell, in favor of light wines and beer, was 
on motion adopted, and delegate to the American 
Federation of Labor instructed to introduce same 
and secure its adoption by the convention at Cin- 
cinnati. It reads: 

“Whereas, The Congress of the United States 
at the coming session will have under considera- 
tion modification of the prohibition law to permit 
light wines and beer; and 

“Whereas, Such change is of great importance 
to producers of grapes, barley and hops, and par- 
ticularly to the grape industry, which in Califor- 
nia alone is the second largest agricultural indus- 
try, engaging 25,000 growers, embracing 500,000 
acres of land, and representing an investment of 
$350,000,000 in vineyards and wineries; and 

“Whereas, Of the two million tons of grapes 
produced annually in that state there is a surplus 
of as high as 455,000 tons, which surplus ruins 
the market for raisin, table and wine juice grapes 
and is resulting in abandoned vineyards, foreclos- 
ures and bankruptcies; and 

“Whereas, Through modification of the prohibi- 
tion laws to legalize light wines and beer a large 
additional market will be opened to grape growers 
everywhere for the sale of their products; and 

“Whereas, Legalization of light wines, which 
are non-intoxicating in fact, will promote true 
temperance and will not bring back the saloon: 
and 

“Whereas, Legalization of light wines will im- 
mediately put to work thousands of men now out 
of employment, not only in production of wine 
but also in related industries; and 

“Whereas, Legalization of light wines will add 
millions of dollars to farm land values, will add 
millions of dollars to the annual income of grape 
growers, and will provide still more millions in 
income to related industries for bottles, barrels, 
lumber, printing, transportation, hotel, restaurant 
and public utility services; now, therefore, be it 

“Resolved, That we hereby go on record in 


favor of the immediate modification of the Vol- 
stead act to allow the manufacture and sale of 
light wines and beer, and that we urge upon 
the senators and representatives in Congress to 
work and vote for such modification.” 


Report of Executive Committee—In the matter 
of application by the Cleaners and Dyers to place 
the Bell Cleaners of San Francisco and the Ster- 
ling Cleaners of Burlingame on the “We Don’t 
Patronize List.” The matter was discussed at 
length and finally laid over to enable the parties 
in interest to get together with a view of arriving 
at an adjustment of their differences. Brother 
Johnson, secretary of the Law and Legislative 
Committee, requested the Executive Committee to 
act in the name of the Council on the following 
two matters requiring immediate action, to wit: 
First, that Governor Rolph be requested to use 
his influence with the Division of Industrial Wel- 
fare either to call off the proposed public hearing 
at Los Angeles some time in December, in regard 
to’ the reduction of the $16 weekly minimum wage 
for women, or in the event of such hearing being 
held, that before any decision on the question be 
rendered a similar public ‘hearing be held in San 
Francisco to enable women in this part of the 
state to present their objections to any such re- 
duction. The committee concurred in this request 
and authorized Secretary O’Connell to transmit a 
communication to the governor in that regard. 
Second, that in compliance with the request of 
Andrew Furuseth of the Sailors’ Union the Cali- 
fornia senators at Washington be requested to 
vote against ratification of the pending treaty on 
safety of life at sea, adopted at London May 31, 
1929, on the ground that the ratification of said 
treaty would have the legal effect of nullifying 
the safety provisions of the seamen’s act, and 
thereby in one swoop destroying all the benefits of 
that act gained after so long and arduous a strug- 
gle on the part of the organization. The Executive 
Committee indorsed the request and directed the 
secretary to communicate to the two California 
senators at Washington our desire and request 
that they vote against the ratification of the treaty. 
Report concurred in. 


Report of Law and Legislative Committee— 
Committee submitted two progressive reports 
dealing with the proposed reduction of the $16 
minimum wage for women. Committee held a 
public hearing Wednesday evening, November 9, 
at which representatives of seven affiliated unions, 
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WE DON’T PATRONIZE LIST 


The concerns listed below are on the “We 

Don’t Patronize List’? of the San Francisco 

Labor Council. Members of Labor Unions 

and sympathizers are requested to cut this 

out and post it. 

American Tobacco Company. 

Baker, Hamilton & Pacific Co. 

Bella Roma Cigar Co. 

Co-Op Manufacturing Company. 

Clinton Cafeterias. 

Domestic Hand Laundry, 218 Ellis. 

Ernest J. Sultan Mfg. Co. 

E. Goss & Co., Cigar Mfg., 113 Front. 

Foster’s Lunches. 

Goldberg, Bowen & Co., grocers, 242 Sutter. 

Goldstone Bros., manufacturers of Dread- 
naught and Bodyguard Overalls. 

Grizzly Bear,’ organ of N. S. G. W. 
Hollywood Dry Corporation and its Products. 
Manning’s, Inc., Coffee and Sandwich Shops. 
Mann Manufacturing Company, Berkeley. 
Market Street R. R. 

Marquard’s Coffee Shop and Catering Co. 
Morrison's Cafe, 165 O'Farrell. 

Purity Chain Stores. 

Q. R. S. Neon Corporation, Ltd., 306 Seventh. 
San Francisco Biscuit Co. (located in Seattle) 
Tait’s, 24 Ellis. 

The Mutual Stores Co. 

Torino Bakery, 2823 Twenty-third. 

Traung Label & Litho Co. 

Union Furniture Co., 2075 Mission. 

All Barber Shops open on Sunday are unfair. 


comprising more than 4000 women, protesteq 
against any such reduction, and devised ways and 
means to make the protest effective. It appears 
that the Division of Industrial Welfare, of its 
own volition, is contemplating holding a public 
hearing in Los Angeles in the month of Decem. 
ber to hear arguments on the question. As a result 
of the meeting the committee requested the Execy- 
tive Committee of the Council to transmit a com- 
munication to Governor Rolph requesting that he 
and the Governor’s Council use their influence to 
prevent any such proposed hearing in Los An. 
geles, or if it should not be stopped, that they 
secure a public hearing on the question also in 
San Francisco, to enable women in this part of 
the state to also voice their objections. Committee 
further reported that all the organizations involved 
are opposed to submitting any budget for a single 
woman based upon the present cost of living, and 
that they are opposed to the budget system in its 
entirety. Further meetings of the committee will 
be held to devise a plan of action in the matter. 
Report of committee concurred in by the Council, 

Reports of Unions— Auto Mechanics — Will 
dance at Turn Verein Hall, Saturday evening, 
November 19, 1932. Brewery Workers—Thanked 
all for assistance in the recent campaign for repeal 
of the Wright act, and of electing to Congress 


‘their friends. Culinary Workers—Join with Brew- 


ery Workers in thanking all for assistance in the 
recent election; many restaurants reducing prices 
to the detriment of membership working in union 
houses; Leighton’s Cafeteria is the only union 
cafeteria in the city. Retail Drivers—Goldberg, 
Bowen & Co. are unfair; requested all to refrain 
from patronizing said company. Stereotypers— 
Business very dull. Street Carmen—Requested all 
to give their patronage when using street cars to 
the Municipal Railway. Paste Makers—Are now 
on strike against the Gragnano Products Company 
and the Golden Gate Macaroni Company; te- 
quested all not to patronize any of the products 
of these two firms. Garment Workers—Requested 
a demand for their label when making purchases. 

Receipts, $445; expenses, $1498. 

Council adjourned at 9:40 p. m. 

Fraternally submitted. e 

JOHN A. O’CONNELL, Secretary. 

P. S. Members of affiliated unions are urged to 
patronize the Municipal Railway whenever pos- 
sible, and to demand the union label, card and but- 
ton when making purchases. J. O'C. 
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PROMOTIONAL LEAGUE 


Following are the official minutes of the Trades 
Union Promotional League meeting held Novem- 
ber 16, 1932: 

The meeting, held in Mechanics’ Hall, Labor 
Temple, was called to order by President A. W. 
Edwards at 8 p. m. and on roll call the following 
were absent: Theodore Johnson, J. C. Willis and 
J. Grace. The minutes of the previous meeting, 
held November 2, were approved as read. 

Communications: From Building Trades Coun- 
cil, minutes; noted and filed. From Secretary 
John J. Manning, Union Label Trades Depart- 
ment, information on affiliation with the Califor- 
nia State Federation of Labor; read and filed. 

Bills: Read and referred to trustees. Same or- 
dered paid. 

Secretary’s Report: Stated he had visited vari- 
ous stores. Stocking up for the Christmas season. 
Rochester Clothing Company will have union 
labeled pajamas. Sent letter to Barbers’ Union on 
affiliation. Assisted the Molders’ Union, Sign 
Painters’ Union, District Council of Carpenters 
for the Millmen’s Union and the Paste Makers’ 
Union. Full report concurred in. 

Reports of Unions: Tailors’ Union reported 
work very slow; have organized Mendelson the 
Tailor, at 1113 Broadway, Oakland; this firm can 
now furnish the Tailors’ Union label. Garment 
Workers’ Union No. 131 requests you to bear in 
mind to demand their union label when shopping 
for Christmas gifts in wearing apparel; holding 
their whist games the third Thursday of the 
month in the Labor Temple. Carpet Mechanics 
reported work fair; when having your carpets, 
rugs or bedding renovated go to a firm employing 
union mechanics. Sign Painters’ Union, Press- 
men’s Union and Bookbinders’ Union reported 
work is slow. Teamsters’ Union No. 85 requests 
you to see that the man who delivers your coal, 
does moving, expressing or general hauling for 
you is a member of this union. Cracker Bakers’ 
Union reported that since issuing their fair and 
unfair list of cracker, cake and cookie factories 
the DeMartini shop has agreed to unionize and 
will be taken off the unfair list. Molders’ Union 
reported that the Hardwick stove, made in Ten- 
nessee, is made under very deplorable conditions; 
some retail stores in San Francisco are handling 
this stove and union men and women should re- 
fuse to buy it. Stereotypers and Electrotypers’ 
Union, Elevator Constructors’ Union and Office 
Employees’ Union stated conditions are about the 
same. Grocery Clerks request you not to buy on 
Sundays or holidays; the large chain stores are 
unfair to them. Millmen’s Union reported work 
quiet; also stated that the mill and cabinet work 
for the Grayson Shop, ladies’ wearing apparel, 
Was non-union made in Los Angeles; such firms 
expecting the patronage of San Francisco should 
patronize San Francisco firms; the Ladies’ Auxil- 
iary of the League stated they will bear this firm 
in mind and report to their members just what 
this firm is doing. They also report they are busy 
for the holidays. 

New Business: On the matter of giving publicity 


Phone MArket 0170 UNION STORE 


BROWN & KENNEDY 


FLORAL ARTISTS 
Funeral Work a Specialty—Lowest Prices 


3088 Sixteenth St.,.Near Valencia San Francisco 
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Pompeii Macaroni Factory, Inc. 
Manufacturers of 
HIGH-GRADE GOODS 


Oakiand Branch: 501 FRANKLIN ST. Phone LAkeside 1246 
Les Angeles Branch: 105 COURT 8T. 
2987 FOLSOM ST., Near 26th, SAN FRANCISCO 
: Phone Mission 5744 
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to firms selling union-labeled merchandise in the 
form of a bulletin to all unions, it was moved and 
seconded to do so. In the discussion, publicity in 
the Labor Clarion and “Organized Labor” was 
suggested; the motion was then amended that the 
matter be referred to the Agitation Committee, 
with full power to act, at its meeting November 
30; carried. Moved and seconded that any ex- 
penditure be limited to $75; carried. 

Good and Welfare: Under this head the secre- 
tary suggested that the firms who have been en- 
deavoring to go along with organized labor in 
handling union label merchandise should be given 
some publicity for the holidays and thought a 
bulletin to the unions would help some. Referred 
to new business. 

Receipts, $69.39; bills paid, $80.20. 

Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 9:15 p. m. 
to’meet again December 7. The Agitation Com- 
mittee will meet Wednesday, November 30, at 
7:30 p. m. in the office. 

“Don’t be a wage cutter by buying prison or 
cheap non-union made goods.” 

Fraternally submitted. 

W. G. DESEPTE, Secretary. 
Penn \ Se ees 


REDUCING EXPENDITURES 


Sharply declining revenues during 1932, cul- 
minating in the month of October with total fees 
of only $15,918.40, the smallest amount collected 
by the State Division of Corporations with the 
exception of two months during the last ten years, 
have forced the division to make major reductions 
in the personnel and operating expenses. 

According to Commissioner Edwin M. Dough- 
erty the personnel has been reduced from 163, 
employed in October, 1931, to 100 on the payroll 
for October, 1932. This is a reduction of 38.6 per 
cent in personnel. The net salary reduction for 
this period was $10,597.98 per month. This is a 
reduction of 33.5 per cent in salaries. The savings 
in operating expenses for October, 1932, over the 
same month in 1931 total $13,785.09. 

———————— 


State Labor Camps Are Opened 
At Points in Humboldt County 


Labor camps for single men have been opened 
at Nevada City, Stockton and Dyerville, Hum- 
boldt County. Others are to be opened immedi- 
ately after the first heavy rain, which will release 
the state forester’s fire fighting crew for work in 
directing camps. 

Fifteen men were sent from Sacramento to 
Nevada City to construct the camp where the 
workers will live this winter. Twenty-three were 
put to work in the Stockton fair grounds. They 
will work on pest control. Twenty-five men placed 
at Dyerville from Eureka will work on fire trails. 
All in the camps will receive food, clothing and 
sleeping quarters under the supervision of the 
forestry department. 


Friendship 


@ WE ARE PROUD OF THE FRIENDLY RE- 
LATIONS THAT EXIST BETWEEN OR- 
GANIZED LABOR AND OURSELVES AND 
ALWAYS STRIVE TO MERIT THE GOOD 
WILL AND CONFIDENCE OF ALL IN OUR 
DEALINGS. 


WALTER N. BRUNT PRESS 
PRINTING AND BADGES 


111 SEVENTH STREET 
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WILL PUSH LOAN BILL 


Senator La Follette of Wisconsin has announced 
that he will press for action and prompt passage 
by Congress of the $5,000,000,000 federal “pros- 
perity” loan to furnish employment for millions 
of unemployed when Congress convenes. 

Following this announcement William Green, 
president of the American Federation of Labor, 
declared: 

“Unemployment relief is the important problem 
confronting the short session. 

“We must provide work. It’s the sanest solu- 
ton. We want to get legislation through quickly— 
the first thing.” 

At hearings on the La Follette “prosperity” 
loan bill last spring the Federation joined with 
the nation’s outstanding economists in urging pas- 
sage. The measure was lost in the melee resulting 
from the Hoover administration’s opposition to 
public works. 

The “prosperity” loan, advocates declared, not 
only would absorb millions of the jobless in pro- 
ductive enterprises, but would start the wheels of 
industry running all over the country. It would 
give the stimulus needed to a definite recovery in 
business, they pointed out. 

Under the. so-called self-liquidating public works 
provisions of the Reconstruction Finance Corpora- 
tion Act, approximately $130,000,000 in loans have 
been authorized but no construction actually has 
been started and none is immediately in prospect. 

SS ee 
AN INDUSTRIAL ANOMALY 

John L. Hodgson, B. Sc., M. Inst. Mech. E., 
speaking before a meeting of the Royal Society of 
Arts, England, on January 20 of this year, made 
the following striking statement: 

“Every week for the past twenty years my work 
has on an average given somebody wealth at the 
rate of £2,500 ($12,500) a year. Instead of being 
able to contemplate with joy the prosperous comi- 
munity that such an increase in industrial efficiency 
should have brought into being, I am haunted by 
a wan army of 20,000 unemployed from whom my 
efficiencies have filched away their life purpose 
and their means of adequate livelihood.” 

I don’t know that I have ever seen a more 
thought-provoking indictment of social stupidity 
than that. Think of it! More wealth, more pov- 
erty; more bread, a longer breadline; more shoes, 
more barefooted youngsters—an age of plenty, an 
age of want!—Edmonton “Alberta Labor News.” 
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ANTL-LABOR JUDGES 


The defeat of two Republican United States 
senators is believed finally to have beaten Presi- 
dent Hoover’s plan to promote the anti-labor 
judges, James H. Wilkerson and Kenneth Mack- 
intosh, to the Federal Circuit Court. 

Both appointments have been held up by Senate 
progressives, and their names remain buried in the 
Senate judiciary committee, headed by Senator 
Norris, Nebraska progressive. 

Hoover may withdraw their names, it is now 
expected, and seek to fill the vacancies in the 
United States Circuit Court of Appeals with two 
other appointees before March 4. 

Wilkerson of Chicago was named by Hoover 
to fill a vacancy in the Seventh Circuit, compris- 
ing Indiana, Illinois and Wisconsin. Mackintosh 
was named by Hoover to fill a vacancy in the 
Ninth Circuit, embracing the Far Western states. 
Wilkerson is a federal judge noted for his use 
of the injunction in labor disputes. Mackintosh 
is a former state supreme judge of Washington 
state, member of the Wickersham Commission 


and personal friend of Hoover. 
ae 
Postoffice Clerks to Combat 
Continuation of Pay Reductions 
Thomas F. Flaherty, secretary-treasurer of the 
National Federation of Postoffice Clerks, an- 
nounces that his organization has begun a nation- 
wide effort to prevent the government employees’ 
pay cut from extending beyond July 1 next year. 
“A continuation of the economy bill for another 
fiscal year by the Congress would be an economic 
blunder of far-reaching evil consequences,” Fla- 
herty said. “It would be a virtual notice to the 
American people that no business recovery is in 
sight prior to July 1, 1934.” 
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RED CROSS AID TO MINERS 

Relief and assistance were given to 90,000 fam- 
ilies in bituminous coal mining counties in twenty 
states by Red Cross chapters, the annual report 
of the Red Cross shows. In 143 counties the Red 
Cross aided in unemployment relief for the miners 
and their families. In this work the Red Cross 
chapters reported they made an expenditure of 
$521,766. In many of the more seriously affected 
counties the national Red Cross aided in organiza- 
tion of central relief committees and furnished 
funds for the purchase of groceries and other 
necessities. The greatest number of families were 
aided in Alabama, Pennsylvania, Illinois and West 
Virginia. 

2 — 
NOT RIGHT KIND OF JOB 

Another way to provide jobs for all able-bodied 
men is to keep on nagging Japan.—Publishers’ 
Syndicate. 

———— 


Labor at Helm in Colorado 
As Result of Recent Election 


Governor-elect Ed Johnson of Colorado is a 
member of the Order of Railroad Telegraphers. 

Lieutenant Governor-elect Ray Talbot is a mem- 
ber of the Street and Electric Railwaymen of 
Pueblo, Colo. 

State Senator-elect Vern S. Hill is manager of 

e “Colorado Labor Advocate” and one of the 
most active union men in the state. 

Colorado labor can well feel proud, as United 
States Senator-elect Alva B. Adams, as well as the 
above, was indorsed by labor of that state — 
“Wyoming Labor Journal.” 
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Will- Address Socialist Meeting 
On “Breakdown” of Labor Policy 


Samuel S. White, editor of the “Kern County 
Union Labor Journal” and president of the San 
Joaquin Valley District Conference of Trade 
Unions, will speak at the Socialist weekly meet. 
ing in San Francisco tonight (Friday, November 
25), on “The Breakdown of Non-Partisan Labor 
Politics.” 

The Socialists of San Francisco meet each 
week at 1141 Market street, opposite Fulton 
street, on the mezzanine floor, at 8 p. m., normally 
on Thursdays, but this week on Friday because 
of Thanksgiving Day. All union men are specially 
invited. 

In line with President William Green’s recent 
statement that possibly the time has come for 
labor to have its own party, this talk by Editor 
White is of timely significance to union men, spon- 
sors of the meeting declare. 

gS eS 
THAT’S THE DIFFERENCE 

America has too much of everything. No Amer- 

ican has enough of anything.—“Dunbar’s Weekly.” 
a ee ee ee ee 
“CRUEL AND UNUSUAL” 

The Atlanta Federal pen is to have a radio in 
every cell. Maybe this is a method of punishment. 
—Greensboro, Ga., “Herald-Journal.” 
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The Rochester Clothing Co. 
Established 1906 
Clothing, Furnishings and Hats 
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One of the Oldest Banks in California, the Assets of which have 
sever been increased by mergers or consolidations with other Banks 


MEMBER ASSOCIATED SAVINGS BANKS OF SAN FRANCISCO 


526 California Street, San Francisco, Cal. 
June 30th, 1932 
Assets— 


United States and Other Bonds 

(value $65,931,292.00) on books at.............$ 62,640,540.16 
Loans on Real Estate. .. 72,824,280.46 
Loans on Bonds and Other Securities_.............. -  1,383,523.04 
Bank Buildings and Lots, 

(value over $2,125,000.00) on books at... 1.00 
Other Real Estate 

(value over $460,000.00) on books at.............. 1.00 
Pension Fund (value over $780,000.00),on books at 1.00 

16,929,551.85 


$153,777,898.51 

Liabilities— 
Due Depositors $147,577,898.51 
Capital Stock .  1,000,000.00 
Reserve and Contingent Funds 5,200,000.00 


Total a ean-nnneeneceeeeeeeee-- $153,777, 898.51 


The following additional statement may be of interest to the Depositors of the Bank: 
The Earnings of the Bank for the entire Fiscal Year ending June 30th, 1932 were 


as follows. 
$.7,452,861.44 


Income 
Expenses and Taxes 875,666.62 
——$6,577,194.82 


Net Profits. 
The above does not include Interest due on Loans but not yet collected 
MISSION BRANCH _____. .. _.. Mission and 21st Streets 
PARK-PRESIDO BRANCH es Clement Street and A 


HAIGHT STREET BRANCH 
WEST PORTAL BRANCH ‘West Portal Ave. and Ulloa St 


Dividends on Deposits as declared quarterly by the Board 
of Directors, are Computed Monthly and Compounded 
Quarterly,and may be withdrawn quarterly. 
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